KAIT-TV HISTORY

KAIT-TV has been serving Northeast Arkansas and Southeast Missouri for over 49 years, from its studios just north of Jonesboro.  KAIT was built and supported by the efforts of a Fort Smith businessman named George T. Hernriech.  Although it’s resources were limited and it’s staff inexperienced, KAIT survived the stiff competition it faced through the years from both Little Rock and Memphis television markets.  Hernreich ignored the skepticism of those that felt he was making a mistake, and proceeded to build a small television station on 40 acres of wooded Crowley’s Ridge hill land.  

The station began broadcasting July 15, 1963, at 3:30 p.m. in the afternoon.  With only a handful of employees to man the station, the first day of broadcasting started with a newscast, followed by a Kirk Douglas movie, “Indian Fighter”.  Most of those employees had never even seen the inside of a television station, much less attempt to run one.  

All broadcast stations west of the Mississippi River were assigned the letter “K” to begin their call letters. Since there was no network affiliation, the remaining letters stood for Arkansas Independent Television. The early years of broadcasting were far from what viewers have come to expect.  Since the station had no network affiliation to provide viewers with programming, KAIT relied on a small package of “black and white” movies, and a lot of locally produced programs. Before KAIT became an ABC Affiliate in 1965, the station had to provide local programming such as it’s own live productions of  “Romper Room”, “Dance Party”, “Studio Wrestling”, and several country music programs.  One of the “bread and butter” programs was the long running “ Gene Williams Country Junction”.  This show premiered in 1963, and provided the much needed financial support in the fledgling years of the station.

The Hernreich family maintained a management interest in the station until it was sold to “Channel Communications” on July 9th, 1984.  Robert “Bob” Hernreich was the manager of the station following a long succession of managers that weren’t part of the family.  Bob was succeeded by Darryl Cunningham who continued to work for the family in their broadcast holdings in Ft. Smith and Fayetteville, long after the sale in 1984. 

In 1986 KAIT was sold to Cosmos Broadcasting which was a subsidiary of the Liberty Corporation.  Liberty sold KAIT and fourteen other television stations to Raycom Media in February of 2006.  Raycom Media currently owns KAIT and forty-five other television stations. 

KAIT’s Time-Line:
First Broadcast   




July 15th, 1963

Gained ABC Affiliation



1965

Began Broadcasting Color



1966

Computerized Newsroom  (1976 ???)
1800’ Tower Completed 



1981

Sold To Channel Communications


1984

Computerized Ad Insertion (Alamar System)
1985

Sold To Cosmos Broadcasting


1986

First News Remote Truck (KAITCAM)

1988

First Stereo Broadcast




1989

First Color Radar




1977

Computerized Newsroom (Newstar)


1990

Computerized Digital Ad Insertion (ACR 225)
1991

First Doppler Radar




1992

Computerized News Editing (Newstar Editstar)
1997

Second News Remote Truck (KAITCAM II)

1998

First Digital Signal Broadcast (1/28 @ 3:50p)
2003

Signed on with two Digital Channels (7/10)

2003




(24/7 Weather)

Kahuna Digital Switcher on air (1/15)

2011

Digital Control Room   



2011

New “FX” News Set




2011


Station General Managers:



(As well as anyone can remember)

Bill De Tournillion

George Condon

John North

Ruben Masters

Joe Mc Ginnley

Robert “Bob” Hernreich

Darrell Cunningham

Jack White 

Bill Mc Donald

Jim Dunham

Harold Culver

Clyde Anderson

Ted Fortenberry

Tim Ingram  
Tracey Rogers (Current)

Current Management:
GENERAL MANAGER

Tracey Rogers
GENERAL SALES MANAGER
Joe Sciortino
INTERNET SALES MANAGER
Sheila Harrison
BUSINESS Office


Darlene Calkin
TRAFFIC/PROG. DIRECTOR
Debi Gann
NEWS DIRECTOR


Hatton Weeks
NEWS OPERATIONS MGR.
Ronnie Weston

CHIEF ENGINEER


Gerald Erickson

MARKETING DIRECTOR

Jeremy Shirley
INTERNET DIRECTOR

David Rounds

DIGITAL SALES MANAGER
Sheila Harrison

